STARE ae 





A.D. 2500 一 AS 

MAN REACHED OUT 

TO EXPLORE DISTANT WORLDS, HE 

ALSO TOOK SOME OF HIS PROBLEMS 

ALONG WITH HIM. THE SPACE FEDERATION 

WAS FORMED TO KEEP LAW AND ORDER IN THE 

GALAXY. WITH SUCH A LARGE AREA TO PATROL, PIRATE 

MINERAL PROSPECTING WAS RIFE. ALPHA—1, A SPACE FEDERATION 
PATROL SHIP, SPED UNERRINGLY ON THE TRAIL OF ONE SUCH PIRATE 
PROSPECTOR. CAPTAIN HOLOCAUST HOGAN WAS AT THE HELM. 





HOLOCAUST HOGAN GAINED HIS 
NICKNAME DURING THE THERMAL 
WAR, BECAUSE HE DESTROYED 

THE ALIEN FLEET ALMOST 
SINGLE HANDED. HE WAS 
FOLLOWING THE PHOTON 2.24 
TRACE OF A SPACESHIP BE- 7 
LONGING ТО BENSON. 
HOGAN'S CREW COM- 

PRISED DAVE CHALMERS, 27 

THE CO-PILOT AND CAL- ZZ 

507X, A CYBORG WHO 22 

WAS ALMOST HUMAI 





2 
SET CO-ORDINATES AND 
GIVE ME FULL BOOST. J 


ON THE SURFACE OF CETA-V BENSON AND HIS 
CREW 


ON THIS LOUSY PLANET. THE ^X 
ATMOSPHERE IS PLAIN POISON! 





BENSON'S SCANNERS HAD LOCATED A RICH NEN IN THE MOUNTAIN: 
რ 


r Ч ГИ ВЕ ABLE TO BUY МУ OWN 
h А یں‎ AFTER THIS. y7- 
I THINK WE'VE ლლ 


/ 


IT LOOKS LIKE A CONTAINER OF SOME 
SORT. BUT WHO WOULD WANT TO BURY IT INA 
K MOUNTAIN ON A DESERTED PLANET? \ 


а 4) 





BENSON'S THINKING WAS MOTIVATED BY ONLY ONE THING—WEALTH. 0 
( PERHAPS SOMEONE WANTED TO 
" > HIDE SOMETHING VALUABLE. | N 
RECKON ! MIGHT HAVE A BONUS 


LOOKS LIKE WE'VE CAUGHT 
HIM RED-HANDED, SKIPPER. 
YES! PREPARE THE 
SHUTTLE, DAVE. 





THEY LANDED THE SHUTTLE SOME DISTANCE AWAY AND 
MADE THE REST OF THE JOURNEY ON FOOT 


GOOD. NOW CAL'S 20872 
ISTO DRAWTHEIR FIRE 


HAVING NO NEED OF A SPACESUIT, CAL WAS 
ABLE TO MOVE MUCH FASTER. 





LU 7/27 Myr? 


‘ON? BLAST FROM HOGAN'S NEEDLEBEAM-LASER WAS ENOUGH. ی‎ 


YOU LOT SHOULD CONCENTRATE 
ON MARKSMANSHIP IF YOU WANT 


тї 
DON'T SHOOT! / 
тат) ZA 





THEY ENTERED THE TUNNEL AND WERE JUST AS SURPRISED A: 


T 


აას ۳۳7 BEATS МЕ. LOO! 


BENSON AND HIS HENCHMEN WERE TOO BUSY 
TO NOTICE TH 


SEVEN FEET TALL! 
277 





BREAKING INTO A GRADE A RESTRICTED AREA, 
BENSON? THAT SHOULD BE WORTH ANOTHER 


Бона YOU'RE GETTING SLOW, HOGAN AND CAL FOUND THE STRANGE 
“ды BENSON. А [FIGURE UNEARTHED BY BENSON. 8 


"МЕ NEVER SEEN Та 
ANYTHING LIKE THAT. 


С ў 


— 


THIS MAN IS STILL ALIVE, SIR. B 
BENSON MUST HAVE DAMAGED THE 
LIFE-SUPPORT SYSTEM WHEN HE 





CAL RIGGED UP AN EMERGENCY LIFE 
SUPPORT SYSTE Jn 


GRID 00495. ASTEROID STREAM HA: 
BEEN LOCATED ON MAIN 





ak 


CONTACT THE PENAL 7ا‎ 


ALIEN CAN BE TAKEN TO 
THEIR HOSPITAL. 


UNDERSTOOD, SIR. 





ROCKS LITTERED ONE OF THE BUSIEST JF 
INTERPLANETARY TRADING ROUTES. 


Ёа 


SUFFERING SATURN! JUST IMAGINE 
WHAT ONE OF THOSE BRUTES 


ALPHA-1'S COMPUTERISED LASER CANNONS << 
MADE SHORT WORK OF THE АЗТЕКО! = 





WITH THE SHIP ON AUTOMATIC, DAVE PRODUCED 
THE BOX HE'D FOUND IN THE ALIEN TOMB, WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF TT; " 
TA ча, слој 1 


ISA VIDEO-CASETTE. ! DO NOT 
RECOGNISE THE LANGUAGI 
7 THOUGH, SIR. 


Ц і + M “аца 
TRY THE MAIN COMPUTER. PERHAPS THAT 
"LCAN DE-CODE IT. 


THE COMPUTER TOOK ONLY 
SECONDS TO BREAK THE CODE рт 


НОСАМ FELT А COLD SHIVER. 


= 
Y LET THIS BE A WARNING 


| ‚ 7/658 | TO ALL WHO SEEK TO 


AT 


CONQUER. 


IT COULD MEAN THAT THERE'S 
SOMETHING VERY WRONG WITH 
THAT ALIEN WE FOUND. 





A WARNING BELL WAS RINGING AT THE BACK OF 
HOGAN'S MIND—AND HE REACTED QUICKLY ў 
7 т к. 


1 HAVE TRIED TO CONTACT THE PENAL COLONLY, 
۹ SIR. ALL COMMUNICATION WITH ZETA—9 15 





FEW MINUTES TO REACH THE 
PLANET AND SCAN. 


ГУЕ NEVERSEEN ANYTHING LIKE 
IT! SURELY ONE ALIEN COULDN'T 


CAL HAD BEEN BUSY ON THE WAY 
ТО 2ЕТА-9.' 


CUT THE EXPLANATION 
JUST SHOW US WHAT 





THEY WATCHED IN HORROR AS 
IMAGES APPEARED ON THE 
COMPUTER SCREEN—IMAGES , 
FROM ANOTHER GALAXY, AND >, .* 
ANOTHER TIME. 7, 4 


199 
Š წ 10003 
MILLIONS DIED IN THE GREAT WAR ON. 
MINORA AS VASSAU'S BATTLE FLEET 
DESTROYED OUR CITIES. HIS WEAPONS 
WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN ANYTHING 
WE HAD AND THE END SEEMED 


ΝΕ 
ر‎ 3 7 

۴ THEN CAME THE PROTECTORS. А 
RACE OF MUTANTS WHO HAD 
JUMPED THE EVOLUTIONARY 3 

CYCLE TO DEVELOP INTELLECTUAL 
POWERS FAR IN EXCESS OF 
ANYTHING KNOWN IN OUR 


p a GALAXY... 


И 
Т 
і. 
{ 





< A 
NOT KILL, CREATED 
\ œ WEAPONS FOR US WHICH PROVED SUPERIOR, 
S" AND THE FINAL BATTLE WAS FOUGHT. VASSAL'S 
FORCES WERE ANNIHILATED—ALL EXCEPT FOR THE 


WAS TAKEN BEFORE THE BAR OF 
JUSTICE. AS THE PROTECTORS, 





2 


S APARE.. THEY CHOSE А DEAD PLANET AND ΘΑ 
ZA VASSAL WAS BURIED, WITH A LIFE SUPPORT = 
SYSTEM, DEEP IN A MOUNTAIN FOR ALL 
ў SIME, WE HOPED. NOW YOU, WHO HAVE FOUND 
THIS RECORDER, BEWARE. DO NOT ALLOW HIM 
TO ESCAPE. HIS POWERS OF PERSUASION ARE V 


PES 


BURIED HIM. AND WE SET TAY Y 
MONSTER FREE! WHAT ARE WE / > 


TIME TO START BLAMING ANYONE— 
IT'S DONE. AND NOW WE'VE СОТ 





VASSAL WAS MAKING PLANS FOR THE CAPTURED GUARDSHIP: 


5 FROM ZETA-9, AND 
2 е E ΠΑ 


γα 


=> 
E IL- 
THERE'S A SCIENTIFIC COLONY 


LA 
dee 


ы 


“2 





THE COLONY ON RAMA-3 WAS POORLY DEFENDED, AND 
WHEN VASSAL AND HIS MEN SHUTTLED DOWN THEY MET , 








== VASSAL THE CRUEL IS YOUR MASTER ہا‎ 


NOW! YOU WILL SOON LEARN THAT ALL 
RESISTANCE IS IMPOSSIBLE. 





THEY WILL SEARCH THIS AREA AND 
WHILE THEY WONDER WHERE | AM, 
1 WILL BE REBUILDING MY SUPER- 


UP THE HUNT, 
COMMANDER. 


I'VE GOT A WHOLE 
GALAXY TO PATROL /7 
HOGAN. AND ONE 
ALIEN LUNATIC ۷ 


HOLD IT, SIR! SOMEONE'S BREAKING INTO OUR ۱ 
TRANSMISSION! ΑΝ 





HORRIFIED, THE а 
COMMANDER WATCHED A: аа, с GREETINGS, EARTHMEN! THE 
VASSAL'S EVIL РАСЕ SHIPS YOU SENT TO LOOK FOR 
FILLED THE SCREEN. А ME HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. А 3 
1 SMALL DEMONSTRATION OF MY 


WHAT... WHAT. 
DO YOU WANT? 


تد 
АМ CLOSE TO YOUR PLANET OF ORIGIN,‏ | 





A PICTURE CAME ON THE SCREEN. 


; 





A SMALL UNINHABITED ISLAND IN WHAT YOU CALL 
THE PACIFIC OCEAN. NOW YOU CAN SEE WHAT 





ABOARD ALPHA-1 THE NEXT TARGET WILL BE A CROWDED, 
HOGAN AND DAVE 1 CITY. 50 I WILLGIVE YOU THREE EARTH 
WERE ALSO + 

WATCHING. 


WHOLE PLACE WAS WIPED І HAVE A CODED 
OUT... WHAT WILL IT DO MESSAGE FROM 
EDERATION, SIR. THE 
ENTIRE BATTLE FLEET 15, 


| THOUGHT AS MUCH. THIS 15 
FEDERATION H.Q. REACTED QUICKLY. ۲ GOING TO BE SOME 6 





FEDERATION SHIPS BRAVELY ATTACKED 
VASSAL AND HIS FLEET. 
) MY 

l 


ONE-BY-ONE! OUR 
LASER CANNONS ARE 
USELESS AGAINST HIS 


THE FEDERATION SHIPS TURNED AND FLED 
FROM VASSAL'S FLEET. 


BATTLE—BUT NOT THE WAR. THE 
ANSWER TO VASSAL MUST LIE 








А SAVALIAN 
WHO PICKED UP} 
ALPHA-1 ON THE! 

SENSORS. | 


IT IS THE ONE CALLED HOGAN. AND 2 
۷۸55۸۱5 SPY-SENSOR P e HE IS HEADING FOR MINORA. w Я 


SCANNED THE MEMORY - MUST FOLLOW 一 BUT KEEP OUR — 
BANKS OF HOGAN'S ` DISTANCE. I HAVE NO WISH TO 
Y 4.7 MEET THE PROTECTORS UNTIL I AM, 





ALPHA-1 REACHED MINORA WITH NO MISHAPS. NO SIGN OF LIFE DOWN THERE. = 
КЕТИП 68۵۴۲ ۵۶566۱۱080 ۲0 ۲۳۶ 5۷18۴۸۲. THE WAR MUST HAVE OBLITERATED 


NUCLEAR DEBRIS AND 
წ PLYTHERIUM. 


TBI THEN | RECKON OUR 


SOMEONE AFTER US AND VAPOURISED P 
OUR SHIP! 





VASSAL HAD ALSO BEEN SCANNING 
THE SURFACE OF MINORA—BUT 
FROM A SAFE DISTANCE. 


TRANGE-—THERE IS NO SIGN 
OF LIFE DOWN THERE. APART 
МЕКОМ THE TWO ЕАКТНМЕМ. 


THEN WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THOSE 
PROTECTORS, MASTER? ЖЕН 


\ 

0 
PERHAPS THEY HAVE MOVED 

TO ANOTHER PART OF THE 
GALAXY. THE EARTHMEN WILL 
NEVER FIND THEM NOW. THEY 
ARE MAROONED ON A 
DEAD PLANET 





ON MINORA'S SURFACE. LOOKS LIKE THE END OF THE LINE, 

7 7 % KIPPER. NOW NOTHING CAN SAV! 

7 THE FEDERATION а 
ЖА ЕТ” 


THIS IS STRANGE, SIR. THESE 
ROCKS ARE MAN MADE... 
AND THE POWER SOURCE IS. 


OXYGEN ATMOSPHERE—YOU CAN 
K REMOVE YOUR HELMETS. 


А X- - 
SUFFERING SATURN! 
































THE PAIN SUBSIDED. 


А SIMPLE HOLOGRAM, 518.17 
THREE-DIMENSIONAL PICTURE 


` 


Y 
YOU HAVE SO LITTLE TIMI 
BETTER EXPLAIN. FS 


OUR SPECIES WERE DOOMED FROM THE START. 
WHEN WE JUMPED THE EVOLUTIONARY CYCLE 
THERE WAS A FLAW AND IT SLOWLY DESTROYED 
OUR BODIES. BUT OUR COMBINED INTELLIGENCE 
Iul. WAS SAVED AND STORED IN THIS COMPLEX 








THE DOOR SLID OPEN TO 
REVEAL AN UNDERGROUND 
LAUNCH PAD. 


| 


WE KEPT OUR LAST ΒΑΤΤΙΕ- 
CRUISER FOR SUCH AN EVENTUALITY 





THEY ENTERED THE SHUTTLE-CRAFT. 


THE CRUISER IS IN ORBIT ROUND A NEARBY 
PLANET. IT IS PROTECTED FROM DISCOVERY BY 
OUR ANTI-SENSOR RAYS. THIS CRAFT WILL TAKE 
YOU TO IT. ITS COMPUTER HAS BEEN 


HOW ABOUT CALLING 
HER ALPHA-2, SKIPPER? 





34 
VASSAL, WHO WAS ALSO LEAVING THE MINORAN 
GALAXY, WAS THE FIRST TO SEE ALPHA-2—AND 
HE HAD NO TROUBLE RECOGNISING IT! Ni 

1 5 


О 

















πανε | i 
WHAT D'YOU WANT US TO DO, > 
MASTER? 
=| 7 
й 3 


THIS TIME I WILL NOT BE ВЕАТЕМ! 


М | HAVE PICKED UP ONE OF VASSAL'S 
SHIPS, SIR. k 


ч P» 
D LIKE TO BLAST IT. BUT OUR FIRST 


TO THE PLANET EARTH. 


IN YOUR TIME SCALE—2 HOURS, 
46 7008 SECONDS, PRECISELY. 


7 


IG—TWO HOURS 
TO EARTH ۰۰۰۲۳۸۲5 FASTER THAN 








НОСАМ GUIDED ALPHA-2 IN FOR THE KILL. წლ. 
= p 2 


зр 


HOGAN USED ALL HIS SKILL TO OUTMANOEUVRE 
THE THREE REMAINING GUARDSHIPS. 





STRONG AS ۷۸55۸۱5 FORCE-SHIELDS WER! 
THEY PROVED NO MATCH FOR ALPHA-2's 
PHOTON-BOLTS. Z/ А i 


ა 0 


y 


$ 


WE'VE GOT THE UPPER-HAND 
THIS TIME, BUT I'VE A FUNNY, 





E 


THAT SAVES US A JOB. 


ix > 


THEM UP. REPORT TO 
HEADQUARTERS... 





39 


HOGAN AND DAVE REPORTED DIRECTLY TO 
THE COMMANDER OF GALACTIC PATROL. , 


ζωα 


(d... SO AS IT WAS WE WHO RE- 
ACTIVATED VASSAL WE THINK THAT 
WE SHOULD GO AFTER HIM AS <q 
WE'VE GOT THE ONLY SHIP CAPABLE 
{ OF BEATING HIM. JIP 





FEDERATION TROOPERS. AND A BIT 
OF TECHNICAL HELP FROM CAL, SIR. 


/ Й THIS COMPUTER KNOWS АЦ THERE IS TO 
( KNOW ABOUT VASSAL EXCEPT HIS PRESENT 





М 


WHEREABOUTS. САМ YOU ҒІХ UP SOME 


۲ THOSE FORCE-SHIELD BELTS SHOULD 
PROTECT YOU, OUR COMPUTER WILL 


ON THE EDGE OF OUR GALAXY. 





S THEY NEARED RAMA-3, ALPHA-2 SLOWED DOWN. 


NI- à 





RESISTANCE WAS "ИВА 
FUTILE t 


TO US, SHE DOES, 
> SKIPPER, BUT IT'S 
۲ MORE LIKE A NIGHT- 


~ 
Ў 
4» 


WE'LL SEND SOME TROOPERS 
EMERGENCY SIGNAL OVER TO TAKE CHARGE. THE REST OF 
FROM ENEMY SHIP. ТНЕС Us WILL SHUTTLE DOWN TO RAMA-3. 
WISH TO SURRENDER. 





YET—SO WE'VE GOT THE ELEMENT 
OF SURPRISE. ΙΤ WON'T BE EASY. ДА 
VASSAL WILL FIGHT TO THE END. Md 


WAY INTO THE COMPLEX... di 
2 те, ا‎ 
/ «- => / 3 





THE SAVALIAN SPACE-AXE 
WAS A DEADLY WEAPON— 





DAVE'S REFLEXES SAVED HIM FROM THE VASSAL WAS WATCHING THE BATTLE 
SECOND BLOW—AND HE FIRED HIS FROM THE MAIN LABORATORY. J) J 
PHOTON-PISTOL AT POINT BLANK RANGE. ს © 2 


ші 


WIEN JUPITER! 


г 





N 
~ SECRET TO MYSELF. СОООВУЕ I WILL 
ESCAPE TO ANOTHER GALAXY AND, 
ЭХ START AGAIN 一 AND WHEN 7 
RETURN, NOTHING WILL STOP МЕ! 
KI 5 577 


№ $ 


ЁД OUR FORCE-SHIELDS HAVE BEEN 


SIR. 
ДЫ 


了 NO WAY, CAL. WE VE GOT TO FINISH ИЙ 
VASSAL НЕКЕ AND NOW! 53 


ПИ 








YOU FOOLS WILL NEVER CAPTURE 





SHIELDS CAN'T COPE. Д 


#5 HOGAN RACED FOR FS ۳ 1 


NE. ЛОВ = 


MEDDLING EARTHMAN WITH 
Ж. ME! MY BOLT WAS SET TO 
T. 





VASSAL CALLED HIS SHIP IN 
HIDING IN DEEP SPACE. 


PREPARE TO BEAM US ji 
ABOARD, BENSON. І 24 


HOGAN! AND THEN | WILL DESTROY 
THEM—LIKE THE REST OF THOSE WHO 
S 


=> 





FOOL! | HAVE WAYS OF BREAKING 
THE STRONGEST WILL! 


А 2 
BETTER LISTEN, HOGAN. IT'LL BE 
LESS PAINFUL IN THE LONG RUN. 


DETECTOR TO TRACK 
VASSAL. BU" С 


۳ RELEASE НОСАМ, 
~ VASSAL! OR I LL BLOW 





ор 


ONCE | CONNECT MY FORCE SHIELD ТО, 
24 E SHIP'S DEFENCES, | SHALL ВЕ 
ZZA INVINCIBLE! 
Z 
w /, z 


E >a 


| KNOW, CAL. IT'S WHAT THE SKIPPER WOULD 
DO IN MY PLACE. 





ALPHA-2's FIRST SALVO STRUCK. 


/ БД ГУЕ GOT TO MAKE А BREAK FOR IT 
(t WHILE THEY'RE CONCENTRATING ON 
/ 


у 1 THE BATTLE. 





31 


Bas 


7 
Ж 


= 


(ж; 


<> 


0ے 





P 
>“ 


Ρ 
саў 





ES 552 
а აა XI 


56 a 
HOGAN MADE HIS WAY TO THE LOADING BAT. Ў; > 2 


"es THIS CYLINDER OF OXYGEN OUGHT 


TO MAKE ADENT IN VASSAL'S HIDE 


7] 






WITH ONE PUNY (۰ 
EARTHMAN, 


> № 


WC) 


I WILL TEAR YOU" 
LIMB-FROM-LIMB. у Ж 
// | 


აა 
(ο NI 


= 
~ + —( AND І CAN BELIEVE HIM! HE'S AS 
қ STRONG AS А HERD OF 
CYLASION ELEPHANTS! 
We CRA: 


1 


2 2 





7) 
Ae “Ў 





FOR, VASSAL? I RECKON ГЦ 


Я BE DRAWING MY PENSION 
М 
სთ 3 
AN 





уз 
і 


VASSAL CHARGED. У ۲ ۳ 
IF ГМЕ MISJUDGED THIS WE 
5 | BOTH DEAD! q 


OUTSIDE BEGAN SUCKING THE ATMOSPHERE FROM THE LOADING ВАУ. 


SN 


p HE'S BEING 
Қ DRAGGED OUT. 





S 


СА 
D [5 S 


b. 


EA 7 

В ад 

(JOIN FORCES WITH ME AND YOU CAN HAVE 
ANYTHING YOU WANT, HOGAN! 





THE LACK OF OXYGEN WAS BEGINNING TO TELL E HOGAN. 



















MEE ERE سر‎ Y => 
1 MUST OPEN THE HATCH . . . 
BEFORE THE OXYGEN GOES. 了 





VASSAL RELAXED AND ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE SUCKED OUT INTO SPACE. aS 


































ABOARD ALPHA-2, THE FORCE-SHIELDS WERE WE MUST GET OUT ОЕ 
GIVING WAY UNDER ΤΗΕ GUARDSHIP'S سے‎ RANGE, CALI OUR 
FORCE FIELD CAN'T 
HOLD OUT MUCH 


NOT VERY BRIGHT OF 
VASSAL, IS IT? GOING OUT 
INTO SPACE WITHOUT A 





BACK ON THE GUARDSHIP HOGAN WAS FILLING HIS LUNGS WITH AI 


{ 


| MADE IT BY THE SKIN OF AN 
OMEGAN'S HIDE! NOW THERE": 
ONLY BENSON. BUT FIRST I'D 
BETTER VISIT THE ARMOURY. 





SHE'S TAKEN QUITE A BEATING, SKIPPER. BUT 
SHE'S TOUGH . . . SHE'S ALREADY REPAIRING, 


RIGHT, DAVE. 
LET'S GO HOME. 





A FEW DAYS LATER, AT FEDERATION НЕ 
დაა დ 


А SHIP LIKE ALPHA-2 IS JUST | 
WHAT THE FEDERATION 
NEEDS, HOGAN. WITH 


24 FITTED, IT'LL ВЕ THE MOST M 
WA POWERFUL SHIP IN THE 


Z 


L | 


AS LONG AS IT IS USED WISELY, [_ — Жш 
[> SIR—TO REPEL AGRESSION. 

THAT'S WHAT THE PROTECTORS 

თ WOULD WANT. 


Printed and Published in Great Britain by D.C. THOMSON & CO., LTD., 
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ms THAT YOU'VE READ 


t: :.. IT'S ON SALE IN 
YOUR NEWSAGENT’S E 










IN THE CONQUEST 
OFSPACE ( 7 ) 



















The Americans selected 
Alan Shephard to be their 
first'man in space. Shepard, 
of the US Navy, was launched 
by a Redstone rocket (seen 
here taking off) to a height of 
116 miles. His capsule, 
Freedom 7 returned to Earth 
after а 16 minute flight. He 
landed safely in the Atlantic 
Ocean off Cape Canaveral. 


